My War Memories, 1914-1918
of the crater area. At that time I had not a thorough grasp of the local difficulties of the Verdun fighting. After the Somme, the fortress still required the most attention, in spite of that the 5th Army would have to surrender a considerable amount of artillery and aircraft. The other armies would have to be dealt with still more ruthlessly. They would have to hold longer fronts and release divisions, artillery, aircraft and balloons for the battle front. Weak spots would naturally result; but we should have to put up with this, if we intended to hold on the Somme. That was imperative, as no rear lines had been prepared. G.H.Q, could at last count on a few new divisions, which were gradually got ready.
Conditions on the battle front as regards artillery and air strength were bound gradually to improve, as the more rapid reinforcement recently introduced began to have effect; only the question of munitions gave cause for anxiety, although I had already drawn heavily on other fronts.
It appeared possible, thanks to this better supply of divisions, that Rupprecht's Army Group would gradually be relieved of the necessity of living from hand to mouth. It was then to be hoped that a proper system of putting in and taking out Divisions in sequence would result. I had to attach the greatest importance to this, in consideration of the internal organization of the Army and in the interests of the men, as supply, both for men and horses, was suffering. After G.H,Q. had given help in the matter, I firmly insisted that units should not be mixed up. Hitherto this had not been possible owing to force of circumstances. This special arrangement did not get rid of the necessity of continually relieving worn-out divisions by others. A very essential, and indeed, difficult and responsible task of my Operations-Department, was to have divisions always ready which could immediately be made available for the Somme Battle. The condition of the troops had to be accurately gauged, so that we could arrange for their removal from a quiet front for service on more or less important sectors of the battle line,
The reinforcements which were released for the battle could